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Annual Meeting: Nominations and Elections

by Mary M. June
April is when CCHS’s Annual Meeting is held and when elections take
place. This year they will take place on Thursday, April 26, at 7 p.m., at
CCHS, 115 Ashmun Street. The brief business meeting and elections will
be held prior to a talk by Dr. Jonathan Allen.
Board members who served during 2011-2012
are: Mary M. June, President; Susan James, Vice
President, Programs and Publications; Bernie
Arbic, Treasurer; Virginia Cymbalist, Secretary;
Amber Clement; Don Cooper; Jim Dwyer;
Tim Ellis; Sharyn Faunt; Dennis Hank; Robert
Money; Patty Olsen; Janet Russell; Karen
Sabatine; and Anthony Stackpoole. I wish to
thank all our board members for their work,
participation, and support over the past year.
In April 2012, the following board members’ terms
will end: Tim Ellis, Susan James, Janet Russell,
and Anthony Stackpoole. And we lost Robert
Money this past year; his term was also due to
expire. Tim Ellis, Susan James, and Janet Russell
have indicated their interest in continuing as board
members. Anthony Stackpoole has decided
to step down, but he will continue to help the Society as his schedule
permits. We appreciate his past service and support.
The Nomination Committee of Virginia Cymbalist and Mary June
present the following slate for three-year terms on CCHS’s Board of
Directors: Tim Ellis, Susan James, and Janet Russell for terms ending
in 2015; Caroline Grabowski and Paul Sabourin are new nominees for
terms ending in 2015; and Carolyn Person is a new nominee to complete
one year in a vacant term ending in 2013. Thank you to the nominees.
Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
The Nomination Committee is presenting the following slate for CCHS’s
Officers of the Board: Mary June for President, Susan James for V.P. of
Programs and Publications, Bernie Arbic for Treasurer, and Virginia
Cymbalist for Secretary.

Dr. Jonathan Allen Will Speak at Our Annual Meeting

You are invited to our annual meeting on April 26, at 7 p.m., at CCHS.
Dr. Jonathan Allen, Professor of Political Science at Northern Michigan
University, will speak about “Alexis de Tocqueville and the Native
American ‘Other:’ The Michigan Experience.” His talk will focus on

the French political thinker and historian’s views on Native Americans,
which were strongly shaped by a trip he made to Sault Ste. Marie. In May
1831, de Tocqueville and his companion, Gustave de Beaumont, came
to America to investigate the prison system. They took a nine-month
journey across the country studying American society. From July 22 to
August 14, the two traveled through Michigan and Wisconsin, sailing on
a steamboat and making excursions by canoe on
Lake Michigan and Lake Superior. Part of their
goal was to examine the French influence in the
area. In 1835, de Tocqueville published the first
volume of his book Democracy in America.
Dr. Allen began teaching at NMU in 2008. He
holds degrees from universities in South Africa,
Canada, as well as from Princeton University.
In 2010 he spoke about de Tocqueville at a
symposium
at NMU and
his work was
recommended to
us by his colleague
Dr. Daniel Truckey.
The talk is free to the
public and will be
the first event in our
new meeting room at 115 Ashmun Street.
Refreshments will be provided.

Robert Money Memorial Fund

CCHS Board member Robert Money passed away on December 13.
He was well-known as an educator, historian, and promoter of U.P. and
Michigan history. He was active on the CCHS Board for many years.
In 2008, he won the Historical Society of Michigan’s Charles Follo History
Award, which recognized his major contribution to preserving and
advancing U.P. history. Bob is greatly missed. If you would like to honor
his memory, donations may be made to: Robert Money Memorial Fund,
CCHS, P.O. Box 342, Sault, MI 49783. So far, $340 has been contributed.
See our Thank You page for the list of contributors.

Capital Campaign

Our current goal is to pay the mortgage on our building, pay our city
street assessments, and create a $10,000 building emergency fund. $43,000
is needed to achieve that goal. We could also use some assistance with
fundraising. Recent donors are listed on our “Thank you” page.

Photo courtesy of Jonathan Allen
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CCHS Building

in attendance. There are many groups involved in the planning of this
event which, we hope, will grow each year. If you would like to join in the
planning of this event, please contact the Sault Convention and Visitors
Bureau at 632-3366. Watch for more information in our July newsletter.

Over the winter, we have been reorganizing our building with the help of
Carolyn Person, Dee Stevens, Ginny Cymbalist, Mike Bennett, Jim
Dwyer, Mary June, Susan James, volunteers from the Men’s New Hope
House, and others. Jack DeWeese and Bill Gerrish made the finishing
touches to our kitchen cabinets. Our “stage room” is now available to
use for our meetings and events. It is the large room in the middle of our
building located adjacent to our kitchen and across from the American
Café booth. Thanks to everyone for their amazing feats of strength and
organization. The work is ongoing as we further organize our collection
and research areas.

Sneak Preview of the Water Street Signage Project

by Bernie Arbic
In the last newsletter, we mentioned that CCHS was working with city
officials to produce a series of interpretive signs that will be placed along
Water Street. This has been a wonderful opportunity for us to help create
displays that should enhance an appreciation of the Sault’s history for
residents and visitors alike. A total of 30 panels will be placed—a group
of 12 on the low wall opposite where Brady Street joins Water Street, and
12 more on the wall opposite where Bingham joins Brady, plus 6 single
panels distributed along Water Street between Osborn Boulevard and
Johnston Street. The panels will contain text combined with about 70
images — maps, photographs, and artwork. The plan is for the panels to
be mounted in June, ready for dedication ceremonies the weekend of June
23rd, when the Sault is hosting the Great Race of antique vehicles, as well as
the Historical Society of Michigan’s annual U.P. History Conference.

Gift Shop

The Gift Shop will reopen on Monday, April 23, the week of our annual
meeting. Plans are to be open week days, Monday through Friday, from 1
to 4 p.m. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us.

Sault Summer History Camp

by Ginny Cymbalist and Patty Olsen
CCHS will run a week-long history camp
this summer, from July 9-13, with the
help of grants from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs
and the Roberts P. and Ella B. Hudson Foundation. Patty Olsen will direct
the camp with assistance from fellow retired teacher, Ginny Cymbalist,
and from artist and teacher, Alice Gadzinski.

One of the panels will show a sampling of the types of vessels that have
plied the St. Marys River over the years. There will be a lithograph of a
side-wheel passenger vessel, and photographs of a schooner under full
sail in the lower river and freighters from the early 1900s to present day.
We also commissioned local artist William Gerrish to produce a special
illustration to show a steam tug towing a string of schooners—a scene
that was common here for several decades in the mid to late 1800s. An
article in the Marquette Mining Journal in the fall of 1868 gave us valuable
specific information. It stated that the steam tug Jay C. Morse had had a
very successful season that year towing schooners on the St. Marys River,
and mentioned that the tug had handled several strings of five schooners,
and even made one trip towing six of them. A search on the Internet
located a couple of photographs of the Morse. They were from different
angles and the tug was partially obscured, but they enabled Bill to come
up with an image that is probably quite accurate. Then, working from
several photographs of Great Lakes schooners under tow, he came up with
the artist’s conception we include here. It portrays a view one might have
seen in the 1860s from the area of present-day Brady Park. We are thrilled
with the 18 by 24 inch drawing. Eric Demaray at Sault Realism scanned
the image in several pieces to give us a digital file that can be used in the
production of the panel. We will probably also use the image on notecards
to sell in our Gift Shop, and perhaps produce prints for sale as well. Thanks
Bill!

The camp is open to up to 20 participants aged 9-11 (or have completed
3rd, 4th, or 5th grade). The base of the camp will be the Water Street
Historic Block with excursions to other historic destinations. It will be an
activity-packed five days with speakers, hands-on demonstrations, etc. The
first day of camp will focus on our Native American History, the arrival
of John Johnston, and the fur trade. On Tuesday, participants will explore
what this community was like in the 1820s. On Wednesday, the Sault
will be viewed as a frontier town. Copper and iron ore mining brought
change to our area. A visit to Bill Morrison’s blacksmith forge is planned
for Thursday. Friday’s activities will focus on the building of the State Lock
followed by a visit to the River of History Museum. At the conclusion of
the day, parents/guardians will be invited for refreshments and to share
what the children experienced during the week.

Drawing by William Gerrish

The cost of the camp is $50. Information is being sent to area local schools
and libraries. If you are interested in registering a child, please contact
CCHS by leaving a message at 906-635-7082, emailing cchs@sault.com,
or contacting Patty Olsen or Ginny Cymbalist. A registration form will
be sent to you. Registration is limited, so please apply early. The deadline is
June 15.

History Fest and Sault Ships & Sailabration

by Ginny Cymbalist
History Fest 2012 will be held the weekend of August 3 and 4 and will be
part of a much larger celebration called “Sault Ships & Sailabration.” It will
honor the maritime history of Sault Ste. Marie from the earliest Native
canoes to modern Coast Guard vessels. LSSU is sponsoring the visit of
a tall ship with many accompanying activities. There will be a Maritime
Artist and Authors showcase. The annual sidewalk sales will take on a new
look while retaining many of its traditional features, including its car and
motorcycle show.
We’re pleased that the History Fest portion will again be held on Water
Street. We’re working hard to have more enactors, en-campers, and traders
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Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge is 50 Years Old This Year

distinctive 50th anniversary design prox card. The prox card will feature
an iridescent under layer that will enhance the brilliance of the 50th
anniversary graphics on the card. Card sales will begin on May 21, 2012
and the standard card purchase price of $5.25 will apply.

by Phil Becker, General Manager, International Bridge Administration
The bi-national Sault Ste. Marie Bridge Authority Board of Directors and
the International Bridge Administration (IBA) staff have planned many
community events and initiatives to celebrate this historic milestone for the
Bridge, the Sault communities, the U.S., and Canada. Some of the more
significant events are:

Bridge Staff Presentations and Group Field Trips

Bridge staff are eager and available to visit schools and other group
meetings to present a pictorial overview of the history of public
transportation between the twin Saults that started over 125 years ago with
ferry service, and culminated in 50 years of service by the Sault Ste. Marie
International Bridge. Also, bridge staff extend an invitation to schools and
community groups to consider a group field trip to the bridge that could
include a firsthand guided tour and view of ‘behind the scenes’ bridge
operations as well as a visit to the U.S. and Canadian Customs facilities.
Those interested are encouraged to contact Phil Becker at (906) 635-5255
ext. 112 at the bridge office or via e-mail at Beckerp@michigan.gov.

50th Anniversary Bridge Lighting

Red and white industrial rope light strands will grace the Canadian
Arch portion of the bridge, and red, white, and blue strands will grace
the U.S. double arch portion of the bridge. These strands will be lit in a
community celebration at dusk on Thursday, June 28, 2012. The primary
celebration site will be at the Roberta Bondar Pavilion in Sault, Ontario,
with a secondary celebration site in the Sault Locks area in Sault, Michigan.
There will be a bi-national fireworks display clearly visible from both Saults
following the ceremonial lighting of the 50th Anniversary bridge lights.
Photo courtesy of the International Bridge Admin.

Children’s Coloring Book and Bridge Modeling Contest

Children are encouraged to explore their creativity and artistic abilities
to create and submit line drawings, as well as build models, depicting the
bridge and surrounding physical features. The top line drawing selections
will then be incorporated into a 50th Anniversary children’s coloring book
that will be available on the bridge website. The top bridge models will be
permanently mounted for public viewing at the bridge offices. Contest
prizes, rules, and registration forms are on the bridge website at www.
michigan.gov/iba. The deadline for submissions is June 1, 2012.

Commemorative Postcards

A set of 5 postcards with photos and graphics commemorating the 50-year
history of the bridge have been created as collector’s items and individual
cards will be handed out to the public at the various celebration events.

50th Anniversary Bridge Walk

This year’s 26th annual bridge walk sponsored by both Sault Chambers
of Commerce, planned for Saturday, June 30, 2012, will be a special
celebration. This event will be expanded to include a bike parade across the
bridge, revolving historic digital photo displays, 50th anniversary video,
and bus tours across the bridge narrated by bridge staff.

50th Anniversary Banners and Plantings

In May, large anniversary banners will be placed on the steel structure
above the bridge lanes near each end of the bridge. Pole banners will be
placed on both the U.S. and Canadian Plazas. Flower beds and other
shrubbery will be planted in early June as part of 50th anniversary grounds
and building beautification efforts.

“Crossing Conversations” Website

On May 21, 2012, an enhanced and expanded Sault Bridge website will
go live that will host a “Crossing Conversations” portal, in which we
encourage citizens to help us record the rich history of public crossing of
the St Marys River. This will be accomplished by encouraging citizens to
post, for public viewing, any experiences, stories, photos, news clippings,
or memorabilia from the ferries and the bridge. It is hopeful that the public
response to this initiative will be such that the volume of information
posted can be reviewed and organized for consideration for possible future
publication as a “50th Anniversary Commemorative” album available to
the public.

October 31, 2012 Anniversary Date Celebration

It was on October 31, 1962, around 3:00 p.m., when the first paying
customers rolled across the bridge. Since then, nearly 93 million vehicles
and over $50 billion (U.S.) in trade has crossed. This anniversary date will
be celebrated with free commemorative gifts given to bridge crossers by toll
attendants and a 50-year commemorative plaque unveiling at the toll plaza.
More information is available at the bridge website: www.michigan.gov/iba
and as details are finalized on these events and initiatives, that information
will be posted there.

Traveling Historic Displays

Spring 2012 EUP History Consortium Meeting

Two displays with revolving historic photos and a 50th anniversary
video on display monitors will circulate through public buildings in both
cities, beginning May 21, 2012. Public libraries and historic sites that are
interested in hosting a display for a week are encouraged to contact the
display coordinator, Karl Hansen at (906) 635-5255 ext. 135 at the bridge
office or via e-mail at HansenK@michigan.gov.

The CCHS will be hosting the Spring meeting of the EUP History
Consortium on Saturday, May 12. Daniel Truckey, the director of
the Beaumier U.P. Heritage Center at NMU, will speak about exhibit
techniques and the U.P. Heritage Trail Network. Historical group attendees
have also been invited to see some of the architectural features of the
Edward Demar designed home of Connie Pim, president of the Sugar
Island Historical Preservation Society, and her husband Jim. We will soon
have more information about the meeting.

Commemorative Electronic Toll “Prox” Card Release

The bridge electronic toll card is very popular with frequent crossers. The
50th Anniversary will be commemorated with the limited time sales of a
3

Photo by Susan James

Water Street Historic Block

by Mary M. June
We anticipate re-opening the Johnston and Schoolcraft homes and the
Kemp Industrial Museum for the summer, on Engineers Day, Friday, June
29. They will be open until Labor Day, Monday, September 3. We hope to
bring back the actors who portrayed John and Susan Johnston and their
daughter, Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, along with popular musicians, Dave
Stanaway and Susan Askwith.
Work is expected to continue on the Baraga House this spring and
summer. Peter DeCourcy is heading up the work at the Baraga House and
will be looking for volunteers to help. Last year, he and volunteers were able
to get sheetrock installed on the second and third floors. He is hoping to
get the first floor done this summer.

Michigan Notable Author Display

A small display of items related to Jane, including the plaque from the
Michigan Women’s Historical Center & Hall of Fame, was on view at
CCHS. Taylor also spoke at LSSU and Bayliss Library on his visit to Sault
Ste. Marie. He will return to the Sault for the UP Book Tour 2012 on June
30 for an evening event at Bayliss Public Library.

On Tuesday, June 12, Bayliss Public Library will host crime novelist Scott
Sparling, one of 20 Michigan Notable Authors chosen by the Library of
Michigan for 2012. CCHS is planning a railroad display in the library’s
lobby early in June to correspond
with the major theme of Sparling’s
book Wire to Wire. We thank
Dennis Hank for offering to display
some of his collection. For more
information on this year’s Notable
Books and Authors, see www.
michigan.gov/notablebooks.

On March 27, CCHS co-sponsored a talk by CCHS member and author
Deidre Stevens at Bayliss Library. It was titled “Bending the Light:
Reflections on Arc of Justice and Race and Ethnic Relations in Chippewa
County in the mid-1920s.” She set the stage for Kevin Boyle’s book on
the Ossian and Gladys Sweet case of discrimination in Detroit and spoke
about local connections to racism and prejudice in Chippewa County.
She also showed local photos of buildings and events of the era. Her talk
generated much discussion among the audience about their experiences.
The talk was a Great Michigan Read program funded in part by a grant
from the Michigan Humanities Council. Thank you to Ginny Cymbalist,
Patty Olsen, Mary M. June, Carolyn Person, and Susan James for their
refreshment donations and
volunteer help.

Historic Churches

Planning will begin soon for the Historic Churches of Sault Ste. Marie
programs this summer. They will take place on Monday evenings from
June 18 to August 20 at six of the local churches. Watch for the schedule
of musical events and talks in the next newsletter as well as in local
newspapers and calendars.

U.P. History Conference

The Historical Society of Michigan’s 2012 U.P. History Conference will
take place in Sault Ste. Marie from June 22 to 24. CCHS and LSSU are
the local co-sponsors. CCHS is currently represented on the planning
committee by Mary M. June, Nancy Steinhaus, and Susan James. A
planning meeting was held in the fall at Bob and Margaret Money’s
home. The conference promises to be a wonderful event with talks by
authors and historians, workshops, tours, a luncheon, dinners, awards,
and music. The last time that the conference was
held in the Sault was in 2005 at the time of the
Soo Locks Sesquicentennial. There will be more
information on the conference released soon
by the Historical Society of Michigan at www.
hsmichigan.org. Timely themes include Ferries
and the International Bridge, the War of 1812,
Historic Water Street, etc. Bernie Arbic and Dee
Stevens are among the participants.

Johnston Dinner

Keith Taylor’s January Talk

With all of our other events this summer, we have decided to take a year
off from holding our annual “Dinner with the John Johnstons” fundraiser.
Last year was one of our best years and we hope to offer you a similar
entertainment opportunity in 2013. Thank you to all of the performers and
to everyone who attended and volunteered last year! It was very successful.

In January, poet and U. of M. professor, Keith Taylor spoke at CCHS to
about 30 people about the poetry and life of Jane Johnston Schoolcraft.
She is considered the first known Native American literary writer. Jane was
the daughter of fur trader John Johnston and his Ojibwe wife, Oshawguscoday-wayquay. Taylor suggested that she is just being discovered and
that she will become the focus of many scholars’ work in coming years.
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Photos by Pam Flood

Dee Stevens’ March Talk

Auction of Prints

United Way of the EUP is the recipient of 23 prints donated by Huntington
Bank. Some of the prints are of the Edmund Fitzgerald and are signed by
local artist David Conklin and two are signed by Gordon Lightfoot.
Other marine or wildlife artists represented include Pat Norton, Michael
Blaser, Owen Gromme, Derk Hansen, Terry Redlin, and Maynard
Reece. The prints are framed and matted. If you would like to review
them, see www.UnitedWayEUP.org. They will be up for auction in May;
details are to be determined.

SAVE THESE DATES:
CCHS Events (see www.cchsmi.com)

April 26, 7 p.m., Dr. Jonathan Allen will speak about Alexis de Tocqueville
May 12, EUP History Consortium meeting
June 22-24, Historical Society of Michigan’s U.P. History Conference
June 18-Aug. 20 (Mondays, 7 p.m.), Historic Churches programs
July 5, 7 p.m., Dr. William Decker will speak about the Newberry		
State Hospital
July 9-13, Summer History Camp
Aug. 3-4, Sault History Fest and Sault Ships & Sailabration
Oct. 3, 7 p.m., Jill Lowe Brumwell to speak about The War of 1812 and
Drummond Island’s significant part in the final episode of the struggle
of the Old Northwest Territory

Bayliss Public Library Events (see www.baylisslibrary.org)
June 12, 7 p.m., MI Notable Author Scott Sparling will speak about
Wire to Wire
June 29 & 30, UP Book Tour 2012 will feature authors Steve Hamilton,
Keith Taylor, and others

New DDA Website

Check out the new Downtown Development Authority’s website that
Justin Knepper, the new Downtown Manager, launched in March, www.
downtownsault.org. It includes events, attractions, and shopping, etc.

Thank you to the following:

Capital Campaign Donations since January:
Maureen Delaney-Lehman
Hugh & Lois Horner
Ruth K. Johnston-Pike
Steve Jorgensen
Carl Linhart
Harriett & Gordon MacMaster
Ken & Dee Miller
Don & Marilyn Myers
Bill & Sandy Robbins
Louise Rose
Richard W. Spier, Chippewa Historical Trust
Allan A. Swanson

River Soundings Newsletter

Would you like to be a newsletter sponsor? It costs $50 for bulk mail
postage and about $200 to $300 to print our quarterly newsletters. Thank
you to Maxine Gleason and Sharon Komondy for being the newsletter
sponsors for this newsletter! We really appreciate your support, Maxine
and Sharon! We also appreciate volunteers who can help us on short notice
with preparing the newsletter for mailing (thank you to Carolyn Person
and Mary M. June for their help in January). Please consider helping us in
any way you can.

Summer Volunteers Needed

We always need volunteers for our events, including History Fest, Historic
Churches, Historic Homes, U.P. History Conference, Arts Festival,
Sidewalk Sales, as well as at our Talks and in our Gift Shop. Let us know if
you have time to help us.

Robert Money Memorial Fund:
Ginny Cymbalist
Sharon Dorrity
Sharyn Faunt
Peter & Georgia Gianakura
Annegret Goehring
Susan James
Mary M. June
Patty Olsen
Karen Sabatine
Nancy Steinhaus

Bruce Township Heritage Days

by Carolyn Person
Bruce Township Historical Society would like to invite everyone to join
them for an afternoon of sharing family histories and memories of the
township area. Heritage Days II will take place on Sunday, June 10, from
1-4 p.m., at the Bruce Township Hall on 12 Mile Road. Their collection
of memorabilia will be on display and they are glad to share any of
the information they have collected. Bring your family memories and
questions and enjoy talking about the good ole days.
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Continued on page 6

New Members:

Donations of Services:

Steve Jorgensen
Kay Lawrence
Bill & Sandy Robbins

Bernie Arbic - photo assistance
Mike Bennett - building work
Amber Clement - flyer designs
William Gerrish - newsletter & letterhead design
Gary Golanka - parking lot plowing
Carolyn Person - collection reorganization
Ann Marie Smith - flyer distribution
Les Townsend - snow removal

Renewals:

Jim Anderson
Henry & Josephine Bouvet
Jill M. Brumwell
Marie Carter
Mary Conrad
Larry & Jeanne Cooper
Maureen Delaney-Lehman & John Lehman
Sharon Dorrity
Sharyn Faunt
Peter & Georgia Gianakura
Annegret Goehring
Rich & Judy Hill
Hugh & Lois Horner
Johann & Waltraut Ingold
Island Books & Crafts
Ruth K. Johnston-Pike
Barbara Larson
Roger LeLievre
Carl Linhart
Harriett & Gordon MacMaster
Alice Matheson
Ken & Dee Miller
Robert & Joan Mishlan
Don & Marilyn Myers
Sonja A. Norris
Patty & Wayne Olsen
Lawrence Rice
Louise Rose
Karen Sabatine
Paul & Margo Sabourin
Sault Dental Associates
Donald H. See
Richard W. Spier, Chippewa Historical Trust
Deidre Stevens
Allan A. Swanson
Marie B. Tietz
Beverly G. Ward
Henry & Ann Marie Ware
Donna J. White

Volunteers:

Bernie Arbic, Mike Bennett, Ginny Cymbalist, Jack DeWeese,
Jim Dwyer, Alice Gadzinski, William Gerrish, Dennis Hank,
Susan James, Mary M. June, Marian MacLeod, Patty Olsen,
Carolyn Person, Tony Stackpoole, Dee Stevens

Newsletter Contributors:

Susan James, Mary M. June, Bernie Arbic, Phil Becker, Patty Olsen,
Ginny Cymbalist, Carolyn Person

Newsletter Designer:

William Gerrish/Homage Creative Arts

Board Members:

Mary M. June, President
Vice President, Membership and Fundraising
Susan James, Vice President, Programs and Publications
Bernie Arbic, Treasurer
Virginia Cymbalist, Secretary
Amber Clement, Don Cooper, Jim Dwyer, Tim Ellis, Sharyn Faunt,
Dennis Hank, Patty Olsen, Janet Russell, Karen Sabatine,
Anthony Stackpoole

Photo by Mike Bennett

Our New Meeting Room (See article on page 2)

Donations:

Mike Bennett - books for gift shop
Maxine Gleason - newsletter printing
Sharon Komondy - newsletter postage
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Photos from the Walter Materna Collection

“Then and Now”

Photo by Bernie Arbic

by Bernie Arbic
A gasoline station was located on the southeast corner of Ashmun and
Ann Streets for some years in the mid-20th century. One of the owners
was named Magruther, and the Polk City Directory shows it as Payment’s
Zephyr Service in 1958, when this picture was probably taken. Walter
Materna took some photos while he was having his tank filled there. The
first was taken looking east across Ashmun, as the attendant was pumping
gasoline. Note the partially visible van for the Gerrie Press behind the gas
pumps. The store in the background on the left (northeast corner of Ann
and Court Streets) was known as the Arctic Ice Cream Parlor, operated for
a time by Horace Soden, then by Harry Johnston, and later by the McKee
family.
Attempting a “Then and Now” comparison, Bernie Arbic took this picture
on March 17, 2012 and converted it to black and white. The gas station
building is gone, but the connecting apartment building survives. The
Arctic Ice Cream Parlor building was razed within the last year or two,
having meantime been a residence for many years.
Materna took two other photos while getting gas, from different angles.
In one of them, we could zoom in for a close-up of the pump, to see what
gasoline sold for at the time. The price was 32.9 cents per gallon, and you
can probably make out on the pump that the total was $1.02 for just over
three gallons. In 2012 dollars, using an online calculator to account for
the effect of inflation, that works out to be the equivalent of about $2.60
per gallon today. So the price of gasoline has risen faster than the general
consumer price index. We wonder how many miles per gallon Walter got
with his DeSoto that is pictured.
7

Chippewa County Historical Society
P.O. Box 342
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

NON-PROFIT ORG.
PRST STD
US POSTAGE PAID
SAULT STE. MARIE, MI
PERMIT NO 541

Gift Shop Hours:
Reopening April 23
Mon. - Fri.,1-4 p.m.
at front door
Open for events

N

Water Street
CCHS

Parking

Join us on Thurs., April 26, at 7 p.m., at
CCHS, for Dr. Jonathan Allen’s talk on
“Alexis de Tocqueville and the Native American
‘Other:’ The Michigan Experience.”

Soo Locks Park

Ashmun Street

Upcoming Event

Office Hours:
Monday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tuesday, 10 a.m.-noon
at back door

Portage Avenue

YES! I want to be a CCHS Member!
Membership Rates
q Individual
$20
q Family
$30
q Student
$10
q Senior
$10
q Contributing
$50
q Business/Corporate/Org. $50
q Lifetime
$200+
q New Millennium
$1000+
Additional Donation
$______
Capital Campaign Donation $______

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________

Email ____________________________________________________________
Please keep me in mind for:

q Volunteer Work

q Board Member

q Capital Campaign

Make checks payable to: Chippewa County Historical Society, P.O. Box 342, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

