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Rich Hill’s Talk 
On January 15, at 7 p.m., 
local author Richard 
Hill will speak about 

“Working on a Great 
Lakes Freighter” at Bayliss 
Public Library. The free 
talk will be co-sponsored 
by the Chippewa County 
Historical Society and the 
library. He will sketch out 
the makeup of a ship’s crew, 
the fit-out in the spring, the 
daily activities of a typical 
trip down the lakes, and the pros and cons of working on the boats. He will 
read selections from his new book Lake Effect: A Deckhand’s Journey on the 
Great Lakes, including part of the chapter “Winter Sailing.” There will be 
a short DVD of the D.M. Clemson sailing through a November storm on 
Lake Erie in 1974. He will have some boat photos and a lake chart on display. 
His book will be available for purchase and signing that evening and is also 
available for $17.95 through the CCHS Gift Shop. Refreshments will be 
provided. For more information on the talk at Bayliss Public Library, 541 
Library Drive in Sault Ste. Marie, you may call the library at 632-9331 or the 
society at 635-7082. 

Osborn Trust Project 
CCHS’s Digitization Project is well underway now. Project Director Bernie 
Arbic reported that he and volunteers Dee Stevens, Bonnie Barnes, Fred 
and Renee Farmer, Mike Bennett, Gail Ulrich, and Nancy Steinhaus have 
collectively put in over 300 hours to 
date on the effort, which is supported 
by a grant from the city of Sault Ste. 
Marie’s Chase S. Osborn Historical 
Trust Fund.

So far, work has been confined to 
dealing with negatives from the 
Walter Materna Collection at the 
Society. Arbic estimates that we have 

a treasure trove of at least 2,000 such negatives, which range in size from 3 x 5” 
to 8 x 10” - meaning that high-quality, crisp prints can be made from them.
 
The process starts with a volunteer viewing a negative using a light-
box. Information about the image is recorded on a data sheet, including 
key words that describe the content of the picture. The negative is then 
placed in an acid-free plastic sleeve and sent to Bernie for scanning. Dee, 
Bonnie, Renee, Gail, and Nancy have assessed over 1,000 negatives in this 
manner. Bernie has scanned about 225 of them, and Fred and Mike have 
entered the information into the database after the negative has been scanned. 
The negatives and data 
sheets are then filed in 
archival-quality folders for 
careful preservation, and 
efficient retrieval later as 
necessary.
 
In the future, if a person 
comes in seeking a 
photograph, for example, 
of “the gas station that 
used to be on Portage near 
Bingham,” we will be able 
to determine if we have 
such a picture (we do) and 
then display any relevant 
images on a computer 
screen. A custom print 
could then be made.  

 
The society has owned the Walter Materna 
Collection since 1998 when it was donated 
by Materna’s daughter, Gene Usimaki. 
When the project is complete, we will finally 
know exactly what we were given (although 
significant use has already been made of the 
gift!), and be able to provide images efficiently 
to researchers, authors, and other interested 
parties. An exhibition will be held sometime 
in 2009. We intend to eventually add data 
on the rest of our photo collection to the 
database, and scan those images as well - thus 
making them more useful, and giving us 
back-up preservation of the images. 
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Membership Rates
q Individual $20
q Family $30
q Student $10
q Senior $10
q Contributing $50
q Business/Corporate/Org. $50
q Lifetime $200+
q New Millennium $1000+
Additional Donation             $______   
Capital Campaign Donation   $______           

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________

Email ____________________________________________________________

Please keep me in mind for:        q Volunteer Work         q Board Member        q Capital Campaign 

Make checks payable to: Chippewa County Historical Society, P.O. Box 342, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Office Hours:
Monday, 10-3
Tuesday, 10-12
Thursday, 10-12
and by appointment

Gift Shop Hours:
Call ahead 635-7082 
to see if shop is open.

Join us on Thursday, January 15, at 7 p.m. for Rich 
Hill’s talk on “Working on a Great Lakes Freighter” at 
Bayliss Public Library.

Thank you to the Sault Evening News 
readers for voting us the best Historical 

Society in the Tri-County Area!
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(Above) This large sign adorned a utility pole in front of the Soo 
Creamery, in the 800 block of Ashmun Street, probably in the 1940s.

The Starmer Wallpaper and Paint Store 
had an interesting float in a 1946 parade.  
Starmer’s was located at 713 Ashmun 
Street. It might be difficult to get such a float 
entered in a parade these days!
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(Left) Gail Ulrich and Renee Farmer at work.
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Capital Campaign
Our capital campaign continues. With the current state of our economy, 
we are in need of assistance now more than ever. Please consider a 
year-end donation. Donations are also still being accepted for the Paul D. 
Freedman Memorial Fund of the Capital Campaign.

Building Work 
Jack DeWeese, Mike Bennett, and Dallas and Nancy Steinhaus have 
continued to provide assistance and maintenance throughout our 
building. Our thanks to Nancy, Mike, and Dee Stevens for assistance 
with snow shoveling this season, as well as Gary Golanka of The Bird for 
plowing our parking lot. Gary also surprised us by having the parking lot 
lined for parking spaces, which makes parking much more orderly and 
was on our wish list to undertake at some point.  

EUP History Consortium
The next Eastern Upper Peninsula History Consortium meeting will 
take place in Pickford on May 2. Jan Reed will present information on 
publishing. On October 10, the meeting will take place in Brimley. The 
consortium of area history groups, with assistance from area sponsors, 
publishes the brochure listing detailed information on area museums, 
historical societies, historic homes and historic buildings open to the 
public.

River of History Museum
As we go to press, the River of History Museum is in discussions with 
the City and the Sault Tribe about the possibility of moving the museum 
to the old Woolworth’s building on Ashmun Street, which is owned and 
occupied by the tribe. The museum has a lease through July of 2010 for 
its current location in the federal building. As many of the artifacts in 
the museum belong to the Chippewa County Historical Society, and we 
have prepared a number of the museum’s exhibits, we have a continuing 
interest in the future of the museum. For now, it is still unknown whether 
the museum will open in the spring at its current location or will be re-
established in a new space by then.

Drum and Bugle Corps DVD
The Sault’s local World War I Drum and Bugle Corps was the subject of 
the film “Over There, 1918-1978” commemorating the 60th anniversary 
of Armistice Day and the soldiers’ return visit to France. The 16 mm 
film, produced by Edwin J. Rennell, Jr. and in Bayliss Public Library’s 
collection, has been transferred to DVD and is available from the library 
for a one-week checkout at no charge.

Bruce Township
The Bruce Township Historical Society continues to collect information 
about the early families of the township. Several people whose ancestors 
settled the township have shared family histories and photographs that 
have been copied and added to their growing account of the beginnings of 
the township. Old newspaper articles that have been collected in scrap- 
book form have been an excellent source of information. They have begun 
to gather the information in story form and hope to publish in the near 
future. They would appreciate anyone who has had relatives or businesses 
in the township to contact the Township Hall at 635-3058 or Carolyn 
Person at 632-4146.

Our Thanks to the Following:
Recent Donations to Capital Campaign:
Marilyn Burton
Mary M. June
Nancy Steinhaus
Norajean Wilcox

Life Members:
Virginia & Gilbert Cymbalist
Anne & Steve Earle

Gift Shop
The Gift Shop was open through Christmas this season. From January 
through March, the shop will be open by appointment (please call 635-
7082) and intermittently when volunteers are working on the digitization 
project. Regular hours will resume in the spring. Books by local authors 
and others of regional historical interest, artwork and crafts by local 
artists and artisans, note cards, jewelry, and other items make great gifts 
year-round. See the insert page included with this newsletter for a list of 
some of our available books. Items can be shipped and paid for with your 
credit card. 

DBA Open House 
After Thanksgiving, the Downtown Business Association held its 
annual Christmas shopping days and CCHS participated. The shop 
was decorated for Christmas by Mary June and was open extra hours. 
Visitors chosen for prizes were: Sandra Reining (a turkey) and Marie 
Carter (her name was chosen for the grand prize drawing).

New Drawing 
Local high school student 
Emily Gadzinski was 
recently commissioned to 
produce a drawing of the 
façade of CCHS’s building. 
The image is currently 
being used on thank you 
cards for donors to the 
society’s Capital Campaign. 
It may also be used in the 
future for note cards to be 
sold in the gift shop. 

Karl Hele’s Visit 
Karl Hele spoke to about 20 brave attendees on the evening of one of our 
early November snow storms. His talk on “Charlotte Johnston McMurray 
and Missions to Bawating, 1827-1838” illuminated Charlotte’s life in Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan and Canada and the early missions in this area. 
Mary June prepared a photo display of images from our collection to 
accompany the talk. The display is currently on view at CCHS.

Dee Stevens’ Signing
Dee Stevens signed her Sault Ste. Marie book at Bayliss Public Library 
during the Friends of the Library Off Season/Holiday Used Book Sale in 
December. CCHS’s traveling photo display was on view during the event 
and will be on view in the library’s Community Room for part of January. 
Dee’s book is also available in the CCHS Gift Shop for $19.99 and may be 
ordered by phoning the shop at 635-7082 and using a credit card. You will 
be charged MI sales tax (if applicable) and a $4 shipping and handling fee. 
If you prefer, you may order by sending us a check with your order. Many 
of CCHS’s photos featured in the book and display are also available for 
order and gift giving. In lieu of fees, Dee is sharing the royalties from all 
book sales with CCHS and Bayliss Public Library. CCHS also earns an 
additional amount from all sales in our shop. We are grateful for that 
additional income.

TRACES Bus-eum
CCHS and the American Legion Post #3 will again co-sponsor a visit 
by the Bus-eum from TRACES Museum for History and Culture in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. On June 4 or 5, the traveling exhibit will be open for 
free viewing in CCHS’s Portage Avenue parking lot. This year’s exhibit 
is “Held in the Heartland: German POWs in the Midwest, 1943-46.” 
During World War II, the Midwest was home to about 250 prisoner-of-
war camps which held tens of thousands of German POWs. The exhibit 
and its multi-media component will be on view one day for three hours 
in the afternoon. CCHS will be open for view that day as well. You will 

hear more about this event in our next newsletter. We are grateful to Walt 
Babcock and Jack DeWeese for the American Legion’s co-funding of this 
year’s Bus-eum.

Sault Area History Fest
CCHS will be sponsoring a new event this year. The Sault Area History 
Fest will take place on August 14 and 15 on the Water Street Historic 
Block. There will be an 1814 military/voyageur encampment, a Civil 
War encampment, and an early 20th century fish camp. Native and 
Early American crafts will be demonstrated, and items made by area 
craftspeople will be available for purchase. There will be programs on 
native and historic plants, and plants will be exhibited and offered for sale. 
Antique fishing equipment, cars, buggies, and canoes will be on display. 
There will be music and entertainment and children’s games and craft 
opportunities. Artist Ron Paquin will complete a birch bark canoe on site 
during the event. The historic buildings on Water Street will be open for 
viewing. Actors will impersonate John Johnston, his wife Oshaw-gus-
coday-way-quay, and their daughter Jane Johnston Schoolcraft. Planning 
is underway, with Sharon MacLaren spearheading the festival. If you 
would like to help with the Sault Area History Fest, contact us at CCHS.

Water Street Historic Block Update 
Progress continues to be made on the overall rehabilitation plans for the 
Water Street Historic Block homes. This past year, the Baraga House 
received a good deal of work, and more is planned for next summer. 
In addition, the Kemp and Johnston buildings had some exterior 
maintenance completed with more work being looked at for the Johnston 
House. The City has established funds for each of the four buildings, so 
donations can be designated for a specific building if desired.

“Dinner with the John Johnstons” 
Our annual dinner theatre is scheduled for June 27 and 28, with the 
public invited to the first night, and the second night reserved for 
LSSU’s Upward Bound students and staff. Tickets will be available soon. 
Reservations can be made now with advance payment; tickets will again 
be $20 each, checks payable to CCHS. If desired, you may indicate your 
preference for a table; we do our best to honor all requests. If you want to 
see what the dinner is all about, we have a DVD available for viewing. 

Icon Painting Workshop
This year’s Icon Workshop will take place from July 6 to 11, in the St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church. The project will be to write the icon 
of Christ, which along with the icon of John the Baptist, completed two 
summers ago, and this past year’s icon of Theotokos (Mother of God), 
will form a triptych. You may contact Paul Raappana at 635-4702 for 
more information.

Historic Churches 
CCHS’s annual “Historic Churches of Sault Ste. Marie” program will be 
held in July and August, with five churches participating. There will be a 
variety of lectures, music, and historic commentary, with an opportunity 
to tour each of the historic buildings. The programs will again take place 
on Monday evenings, which has proven to be successful. The programs 
are free, with donations helping to cover costs of publicity. The program 
will be available in our June newsletter. Please join us again this year.

Volunteer Opportunities
We continue to need volunteer help in our gift shop. Thanks to Mike 
Bennett, Christie Larke, Elizabeth Weir, Gail Ulrich, Ginny Cymbalist, 
Mary June, Nancy Steinhaus, and Bernie Arbic, who helped keep the 
shop open this fall while Karen Sabatine has been away. We are grateful 
to all of the volunteers who donated their time. The gift shop will be open 
sporadically this winter, mostly during the photo-scanning project hours, 
but contact us if you are interested in helping out in the spring.

New Members:
Steve & Nancy Keck
Julia Rawlings

Renewals:
John D. Babington
Erma Berlinger
Jane E. Carr
Harold & Gail Essmaker
Georgia & Peter Gianakura
Jim & Roxie Halvorsen
Susan James

Donations:
Alan Knight

Donations of Services: 
Bernie Arbic - scanning & printing cards & photos
Mike Bennett - building work
Jack DeWeese - building work
William Gerrish - newsletter design & production

Volunteers:
Bernie Arbic, Bonnie Barnes, Mike Bennett, Marie Carter,
Ginny Cymbalist, Jack DeWeese, Fred & Renee Farmer, Bill Gerrish, 
Susan James, Mary M. June, Marian MacLeod, Patty Olsen,
Nancy & Dallas Steinhaus, Deidre Stevens, Gail Ulrich, Matt Zook

CCHS Board Members
Nancy Steinhaus, President
Mary M. June, Vice President, Membership and Fundraising
Susan James, Vice President, Programs and Publications
Bernie Arbic, Treasurer
Virginia Cymbalist, Secretary

Roger Blanchard, Don Cooper, Jack DeWeese, Robert Money,
Patty Olsen, Janet Russell, Karen Sabatine, Anthony Stackpoole,
Alex Strobehn, Matt Zook

Christmas season in 1948, photograph by Walter Materna, shows the 
view looking north on Ashmun Street from Spruce Street. Among the 
businesses which no longer exist are Cowan’s Department Store, the 
Olympia Restaurant, and the Man Store. CCHS’s gift shop offers this 
image for sale as a note card.

Steve Kail
Mark C. Kennedy
Arthur & Suzanne Koski
Clara Libertoski
Ken & Dee Miller
Sault Dental Associates
Elaine Sprague
Deidre Stevens
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