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History of Sault Area Schools

CCHS • 115 Ashmun Street • P.O. Box 342 • Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
906-635-7082 • Fax: 906-635-9280 • cchs@sault.com

Gift Shop Hours:
Opens April 19
Monday-Friday, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Open during office hours,
events and by appt.
Please call ahead.

N

Water Street
CCHS

Parking

Join us on Wed., April 21, at 7 p.m.,
at CCHS, 115 Ashmun St.
for John Kenn’s talk on the
“History of Sault Area Schools”

Soo Locks Park

Ashmun Street

Upcoming Event

Office Hours:
Monday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.-noon
and by appointment

Portage Avenue

YES! I want to be a CCHS Member!
Membership Rates
q Individual
$20
q Family
$30
q Student
$10
q Senior
$10
q Contributing
$50
q Business/Corporate/Org. $50
q Lifetime
$200+
q New Millennium
$1000+
Additional Donation
$______
Capital Campaign Donation $______

Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________

Email ____________________________________________________________
Please keep me in mind for:

q Volunteer Work

q Board Member

q Capital Campaign

Make checks payable to: Chippewa County Historical Society, P.O. Box 342, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Courtesy of John Kenn

CCHS’s annual meeting and program will take place on Wednesday,
April 21, at 7:00 p.m., at our building at 115 Ashmun Street. John
Kenn, local historian and retired Sault High librarian, will speak about
the “History of Sault Area Schools.” John was Sault High librarian from
1968-94 and a CCHS officer from
1967-85. He has also served on the
Board of Sault Historic Sites. He has
written articles on various topics of
local history, including about area
schools. He was instrumental in the
creation of history booklets written by
Sault school students in the 1960s and
1970s, and in the 1984 book on the
history of Sault schools.

Nancy Steinhaus served as Secretary, Vice President, and President over
the past 15 years and was instrumental in the acquisition of our new
building and in its renovation, as well as grant writing, and a myriad of
other tasks, along with her husband Dallas and other family members.
She plans to continue to help with CCHS projects and to continue to serve
on the City’s Historic Development
Commission. Jack DeWeese served
as our building manager and was
instrumental in helping with building
renovation work. He and his family
have been of great help with our
used book fundraiser at the Summer
Sidewalk Sales. We will greatly miss
their contributions and wish them well.
Photo by Walter Materna
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Officers being nominated are
John Kenn
President, Mary M. June; Vice
is from Port
President, Membership and
Huron,
Fundraising, position open;
Michigan. He
Vice President, Programs and
earned degrees
Publications, Susan James; Treasurer,
from Central
Bernie Arbic; and Secretary, Virginia
Michigan
Cymbalist. Dennis Hank, Amber
University
Clement, and Sharyn Faunt are
and a library degree from Western
candidates for three-year terms ending
This photo from about 1950 shows a fountain in the Malcolm
Michigan University. He is active in
in April 2013. Thank you to all of the
School, which was almost a new building at that time. Does anybody
recognize the little girl who seems entranced by the view? The
the Boy Scouts, the International 500
nominees. Additional nominations
Malcolm School, named after long-time school superintendent
Snowmobile Race, the Sault Kiwanis
may be made from the floor at the
Club, and the First United Presbyterian George G. Malcolm, replaced the Park School, which burned in 1940. annual meeting.
Church. Join us for an informative talk
that is free to the public. Refreshments will be provided.
Judge Joseph H. Steere Program
Our January program, “Judge Joseph Steere: A Man and His Island,” and
CCHS Board member and LSSU professor Robert Money will display
meeting were held at Bayliss Public Library. 68 people attended the
his collection of early school textbooks at CCHS and in Bayliss Public
talk and Power Point presentation
Library’s lobby display case in April.
given by author Deidre Stevens
and library director Ken Miller.
Annual Meeting: Nominations and Elections
The Steere log cabin, located on
Elections of Board members and officers will take place at CCHS’s annual
Steere Island near Rotary Park, is
meeting on April 21, at 7:00 p.m., at CCHS. The nominating committee
in need of preservation. Various
was composed of Ginny Cymbalist, Bernie Arbic, and Robert Money.
suggestions were offered that
The terms for the following board members are expiring in April 2010:
evening by attendees. The Historic
Mary M. June, Nancy Steinhaus, Roger Blanchard, Jack DeWeese, and
Development Commission has
Alex Strobehn. Mary M. June is interested in continuing on the board for
approved a plan to fund chain link From The Soos of Today, ca. 1899
a three-year term ending in April 2013, but Nancy, Roger, Jack, and Alex
fencing and a gate to be installed
have resigned. We are grateful to Mary for continuing and to the others
around the cabin for security. Thank you to Dee and Ken for a very
for their years of service. All have devoted many hours to such activities
successful talk.
as helping with events, the Sault History Fest, building work, setting up
(Continured on next page)
displays in the historic homes, attending meetings, and preparing mailings.

Capital Campaign

The Chippewa County Historical Society was recently the recipient of
a generous bequest from the Cecelia M. Matheson Trust. William
and Cecelia Matheson were lifelong residents of Sault Ste. Marie, who
stated in the trust document that they wished to support organizations
that they felt represented the true spirit of the community. The Board of
Directors of the society voted to use the bequest to reduce the mortgage
on its building at 115 Ashmun Street. We are very grateful to be among
the beneficiaries of the Mathesons’ generosity and vision. A list of other
recent capital campaign donors appears later in the newsletter.

“Then and Now” Display

The “Then and Now” traveling photo display was on view at Bayliss
Public Library in January and February. It traveled to Avery Square in late
February for a week, to LSSU’s Kenneth Shouldice Library for the month
of March, and will be on view weekdays at Sault High School’s library
from April 6-26, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Note: the general public must first obtain
a visitor’s pass at the high school’s office before proceeding to the library.)

Save These Dates:
Bayliss Public Library Author Talks:

Minnesota author William Durbin will speak at Bayliss Library on
April 24, at 1:00 p.m. Durbin has written books on historical themes that
are appropriate for children, young adults, and adults. His books, such
as The Broken Blade and Wintering, deal with the north woods stories
of the fur trade, logging, and Finnish immigrants. He will speak about
how he researches and writes his books, and he will present archival
images related to his north woods themes. His books will be available for
purchase and signing. We are grateful to CCHS member and performer
Sue Askwith for suggesting this author. The program is free to the public.
Paul Taylor, who wrote the book Orlando Poe: Civil War General and
Great Lakes Engineer, will speak at Bayliss Public Library on May 20, at
7:00 p.m. His book was chosen by the Library of Michigan as one of 20
Michigan Notable Books for 2010. Bayliss Library is one of 44 Michigan
libraries selected to host a Michigan Notable Author this year. (Check
www.michigan.gov/notablebooks for the full list of titles that includes
Steve Lehto’s Michigan’s Columbus: The Life of Douglass Houghton that
is available for purchase in CCHS’s gift shop.) Taylor’s book contains

On July 28, at 7:00 p.m., former Sault resident Arthur Koski will speak at
CCHS’s general meeting about the Finnish community on Drummond
Island. The public is invited. More information will be available in our July
newsletter.

“The Gems of Lake Superior” Program

CCHS is planning a joint fundraiser with the Soo Theatre on September
18. Jack Deo of Superior View in Marquette will provide a 3-D
experience of historic photos of the area by photographer Brainard F.
Childs. The photos were originally produced as stereoscopic views. The
program will take place at the Soo Theatre. You will hear more about this
in our next newsletter.

History Fest 2010

The second annual Sault History Fest will
take place on Friday, July 30, from 5:00
- 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, July 31, from
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Due to the Water
Street reconstruction project, it will be held
on the east side of the new City Hall (old
Federal Building).

Susan DeCourcy

We lost Susan DeCourcy last month after a long battle with illness. She
and her husband Peter have been involved with the “Dinner with the John
Johnstons” dinner theatre fundraiser since its beginning over ten years
ago. She was a server, an actor, and, more recently, the director of the play
written by Sharon MacLaren. Susan was instrumental in signing on new
actors, providing their costumes, and managing it all with style, grace, and
humor. We will miss her greatly. Donations to CCHS in her memory are
being accepted. Please send them to: Chippewa County Historical Society,
Susan DeCourcy Memorial Fund, P.O. Box 342, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
49783.

Boat Cruise Fundraiser

We look forward to another delicious fish boil and great music on Friday
night. Tickets for the fish boil are $12.00 and will be available in late June.
Saturday events will again feature children’s activities, re-enactors, music,
demonstrations, booths, and portrayals of historic Saultites. Watch for
further announcements of other exciting presentations, as the plans are
firmed up.
The activities for children were very successful last year and we plan to
have additional things for them to do this year. There are a few items
that would be helpful for these historic demonstrations and I’m hoping
someone in our membership can either donate or lend these objects.
We are looking for: Washboards, Wash tubs, Wringer(s) that fit on
wash tubs, Crank ice cream maker, Burlap bags, Games, Toys, Butter
churn (We use a glass jar paddle churn, but examples of other types of
churns would be great!) Anything else for children to see or use that
helps them better understand what life was like in the past.
If there is anyone who would like to do a demonstration for children or
tell stories, that would be great! Please contact CCHS Board member
Ginny Cymbalist at 632-9523, if you have any of these items or if you
would like to help in any way. Thank you to Ginny for again spearheading
the planning committee.

The CCHS Board decided recently to take a break from the Johnston
Dinner fundraiser this year. Letters have yet to go out to our loyal actors,
servers, and musicians. We really appreciate their contributions to the
dinner and hope to enlist their help in future years. Planning for a summer
Boat Cruise Fundraiser is underway. You will hear more about it in our
next newsletter. Some of the actors from the dinner may tell their stories
on a cruise of the St. Marys River. We thank Steve Welch and Soo Locks
Boat Tours for working with us on this cruise. Tickets will be limited, so
let us know if you are interested, and we will inform you of the evening we
have chosen, as soon as arrangements are made.

Summer Volunteer Opportunities

CCHS will again have a table at the
following events: the Sault History
Fest on July 30 and July 31; the
Sault Summer Arts Festival on
August 3, 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; and
the Sidewalk Sales on August 6,
10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. and August 7,
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. We would like
to sign up volunteers in two-hour
shifts and for setup and take down.
Let us know if you are interested in helping.

Photo by Carolyn Person

Bayliss Library director Ken Miller has organized the Sault Cultural
Network, a group of area non-profit cultural groups, whose representatives
meet monthly at different locations. It is an opportunity to share ideas
and programming and learn about other area organizations. The library
hosted the group in February and CCHS hosted the group in March.
Lunch meetings from 12-1:30 p.m. take place on the second Wednesday
of the each month. The location of the April meeting is not yet set. So
far, the other historical groups who have been represented are: Pickford
Area Historical Society, Rudyard Historical Society, Bay Mills-Brimley
Historical Research Society, Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society,
River of History Museum, and the City’s Historic Development
Commission. If you would like more information about the Sault Cultural
Network, you may contact Ken Miller at 632-9331. We are grateful to
Tony Stackpoole of Cup of the Day for providing coffee and Nancy
Steinhaus and Mary M. June for their donations of baked goods for the
March meeting.

Future CCHS Events:
Arthur Koski Talk

Then and Now Book

Most of the Then and Now: The Changing Face of Sault Ste. Marie books
have sold since last September. There are still some books available at
CCHS as well as at area retailers - Das Gift Haus, the Mole Hole, Sault
Printing Company, Up North Books, and Barnes & Noble at LSSU. It
is not known at this time if there will be a reprint.

Sault Cultural Network

several photos from Bayliss Library’s collection. His book will be available
for purchase and signing that night. CCHS plans to collaborate with the
library on a display of related photos and other objects, including Bernie
Arbic and Nancy Steinhaus’s 2005 book Upbound Downbound: The
Story of the Soo Locks (also available to purchase in CCHS’s gift shop).

Used Books Needed

CCHS is in need of used books for our table at the August Sidewalk Sales.
If you have books to donate, please drop them off during office hours
or give us a call. Mondays are the best time to reach us through the back
entrance from the parking lot. Once the gift shop is open in late April,
you may bring donations through the front door. Thanks for your help!

Building Work

Arbic Construction completed our stairwell to the second floor and
installed a firewall and fire door. Plastering and painting will take place
soon. The kitchenette project on the main floor of the building will be
completed soon by Ledy Cabinetry after plastering and painting has been done.

EUPHC Spring Meeting

The Eastern Upper Peninsula History Consortium’s spring meeting
will be held on May 1, hosted by the Rudyard Historical Society. The
topic is to be determined. Call us closer to the date for more information.

Museum Class

Board members Mary M. June and Ginny Cymbalist, along with
CCHS members Sue Askwith, Mary Jane Bernier, Amber Clement,
and Annegret Goehring, among others, participated in the second
series of museum classes hosted by the Sault Tribe. A third series is
planned. Already it is being put to good use, with the proposed revisions
of CCHS’s mission statement and bylaws to be presented at our annual
meeting, and the creation of a vision statement.

Gift Shop

The Gift Shop will reopen the week of our annual meeting in April. It is
open by appointment and during office hours until then. Please do call
ahead (635-7082) to make sure we are open. We are looking for volunteers
to work in the gift shop in the spring and summer. Please let us know if
you are interested in helping out. Even if you might only be available for a
few days, we would love to add you to our “on call” list.

Photo by Walter Materna

Carolyn Person, Amber
Clement, and Susan James,
members of CCHS and the
library staff, organized a lobby
display of books, journals, and
paintings formerly owned by
Judge Steere and now in the
collections of Bayliss Public
Library and CCHS, respectively.
Other items on display included a photo of the Steere cabin by Gregory
Steele (lent by Riverstone Gallery in Sault Ste. Marie), a painting lent by
Jeanne Mannesto, photos, maps, and articles that Dee Stevens provided.
We are also grateful to Margaret Money and Mary June for providing
cookies, and Tony Stackpoole of Cup of the Day for providing coffee
and decaf for the program.

Photos by Gil Cymbalist

Photo by Carolyn Person

Judge Joseph H. Steere Program (Continued from front page)

Water Street Historic Block

It is likely that the Sault’s historic homes will not be open this summer
because of the Water Street road construction. The City hopes to use this
as an opportunity to get work done on some of the buildings. CCHS
may be able to occasionally host some of the actors and musicians who
regularly perform at the Johnston House, at our 115 Ashmun Street
building. You will hear more about this in our next newsletter.

Historic Churches of Sault Ste. Marie

Plans are underway to host summer programs on Monday nights at five of
the Sault’s historic churches. We need volunteers to help with this project,
so please give us a call. More information on the programs will be available
in a few months.

A spring clean-up effort in Sault Ste. Marie in 1952 featured a parade to
get the community involved. This float carried students from St. Joseph’s
School. The sign reads “The Soo Blooms St. Joseph’s School” and the
location is on Ashmun Street at Maple. The photo is from the Walter
Materna Collection.

