
“Then and Now” Open House 
On Sunday, October 25, 2-4 p.m., the Chippewa County Historical 
Society will hold an Open House in 
order to showcase its latest exhibit 
of photographs, entitled “Then 
and Now: The Changing Face of 
Sault Ste. Marie.” The exhibit will 
feature 36 historical photographs, 
paired with contemporary images 
of the same locations, shot from 
the same viewpoint. Most of the 
historical photographs were taken 
by the Sault’s long-time professional 
photographer Walter Materna. 
CCHS was given a large number 
of Materna’s negatives by his family 
in 1997 and additional ones in 
2009. The Society recently obtained 
a grant from the city’s Governor 
Chase S. Osborn Trust Fund to 
support a project to assess, scan, and 
catalog the images in a searchable 
database, and the forthcoming 
exhibit is the first 
fruit of the project, 
which has resulted 
in an archive of 
over 1,000 images 
so far.

Project Director 
Bernie Arbic, 
who took most of 
the contemporary 
photographs after 
the historical 
scenes for the 
exhibit were 
chosen by a panel 
of six Society 
volunteers, stated, 

“Terms of our 
grant from the 
city specified that we 
would hold an exhibit 
to give the Sault’s 
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citizens a chance to view the pictures once we had scanned a sufficient 
number of the negatives. When one of the volunteers suggested the 

idea of pairing up contemporary 
views with some of the most 
interesting historical photos, we 
all immediately liked the idea. So 
this exhibit is the outcome, and we 
decided that a book to accompany 
the exhibit was a good addition 
to the original plan. Dee Stevens 
and I teamed up to add carefully 
researched captions to the images 
that the panel selected, and we’re 
excited about the book—the 
publication of which was also 
supported by the Governor Chase 
S. Osborn Trust Fund—that has 
come out of the project. And 
I’m proud to say that many Sault 
businesses and individuals [see 
list on insert] also supported the 
publication of the book.”

CCHS invites all 
who are interested 
in historical 
photographs -- and 
we believe that’s a 
very large group 
of people -- to the 
Open House. Light 
refreshments will 
be served, and 
the authors will 
be available to 
answer questions 
and sign the book 
for those who 
wish to purchase 
it. The book sells 
for $10.00 plus 
tax and may be 
mailed for an 
additional $4.00 
for shipping and 
handling.
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Membership Rates
q Individual $20
q Family $30
q Student $10
q Senior $10
q Contributing $50
q Business/Corporate/Org. $50
q Lifetime $200+
q New Millennium $1000+
Additional Donation             $______   
Capital Campaign Donation   $______           

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ___________

Email ____________________________________________________________

Please keep me in mind for:        q Volunteer Work         q Board Member        q Capital Campaign 

Make checks payable to: Chippewa County Historical Society, P.O. Box 342, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Office Hours:
Monday, 10-1
Tuesday, 10-12
Thurday, 10-12
and by appointment

Gift Shop Hours:
During special events
(Oct. 25 and Dec. 6),
Nov. 28 and 29, during
office hours, and by appt.
Please call ahead.

Join us on October 25, from 2-4 p.m.
for “Then and Now” Open House!

Join us on December 6, from 2-4 p.m.
for “An American Café” Open House!

 

Upcoming Events Water Street
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YES! I want to be a CCHS Member!
This photo of the SE corner of Portage and Ashmun 
was taken in 1940. Project volunteers who rated 
a slate of photos for possible inclusion in the book 
ranked this one the highest. It depicts a bustling 
downtown, with active auto and pedestrian traffic. 
The first six buildings along the east side of Ashmun 
from the corner were all gone by the close of 1940. 
The tall Comb Building, built as a bakery by 
Alexander Comb, survives.

Today the corner has been carefully redesigned as a 
park and Farmers’ Market, completed in 2008. An 
anchor point for this pair is the Comb Building that 
now dominates the scene. This building was recently 
acquired by Christian Freedom International for 
its headquarters. None of the other buildings in the 
historical view survive, and the Chippewa County 
Courthouse, hidden in the earlier picture, now 
shows up.
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Jan Elliot
Marty Feldhake
Arline Fitzmaurice
Anita Flynn
Emily Gadzinski
Stephanie Garn
Richard Gaus
Annis George
Peter & Georgia Gianakura
Larry Gilbert
Caroline Grabowski
Great Lakes Towing Company
Dennis Hank
Susan Harries
Ed Herbert
Linda Hoath
Anny Hubbard
Susan James
Gary & Maggie Johnson
Mary M. June
Barb Kenn
Jack Kinney
David Knowles
Kay Lawrence
Gina Livingston
John & Diane McDonald
Sharon MacLaren
Harriet MacMaster
Tom Marshall
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs
Joan Muckelbauer
National Office Products
Dave O’Gorman
Patty Olsen
Ron Paquin
Cecil Pavlat
Jennifer Payment
Carolyn Person
Pickford Historical Society
Linda Pigg
Andrea Porcaro
Paul Raappana
Jan Reed
Archie Reno
Lois Robbins
Mary Rossiter
Rudyard Historical Society
Janet Russell
Stephanie Sabatine
Sault Convention and Visitors Bureau
Sault Downtown Development Association
George Snider
Sandy Spiewak
Elaine Sprague
Tony Stackpoole
David & Jessica Stanaway
Dallas & Nancy Steinhaus
Shirley Stevens
Carol Storey
Sugar Island Historical Preservation Society
Greg Tinker
Richard Trautwein
Waste Management
Janette White
Dustin & Daron Wilcox

Water Street Historic Block 
The Historic Block had a successful summer with music by Susan 
Askwith and Dave Stanaway and programs by Peter DeCourcy, Arline 
Fitzmaurice, and Jennifer Payment at the Johnston House. You may view 
Susan and Dave performing in the Johnston House as “Heritage Singers 
of the Soo” on http://www.youtube.com/dakoch. The Sault History Fest 
raised $1,958 for the Baraga House through the Fish Boil, sponsored by the 
Sault Convention and Visitors Bureau, as well as from donations, and 50/50 
ticket sales. The exterior of the Johnston House was painted at the end of the 
summer. Dennis Hank lent a Soo Line train display to the 
Kemp Industrial Museum. 

Sault History Fest 
History Fest 2009, held on August 14 and 15 was a window 
into the past. Water Street in front of the historic houses and 
Glenn Avenue were both closed, which made for a “village 
green” kind of feeling and, after a cold, rainy summer, the 
weather cooperated beautifully. The event actually began 
outside the Johnston 
House on August 12 
when Ron Paquin 
started building a 
birch bark canoe in 
the traditional way 
and an encampment 
was set up behind 
the Johnston House. 
The canoe building 
was made possible 
through grants from 
the Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs and the Sault 
Ste. Marie Chase S. 
Osborn Trust Fund.

Friday night activities 
included a delicious 
all-you-can-eat fish 
boil sponsored by 
the Sault Convention 
and Visitors Bureau. 
This was accompanied by great musical entertainment from the stage. Saturday 
was very busy with the buildings being open and on-going activities on both 
sides of the street. Musical entertainment, demonstrations, historic displays, and 
children’s games continued throughout the day, and there were food booths 
available. All the buildings were open for viewing with enactors portraying John 
and Susan Johnston and Jane Johnston Schoolcraft. There were well over 150 
visitors to the Johnston House, many of them for the first time.

The Schoolcraft House porch and lawn were busy with historic demonstrations 
and vendors.  People were able to see the ongoing work at the Baraga House 
and tour the Kemp Industrial Museum. In addition there was an early 20th 
century fish camp and display, antique vehicles and canoes, historic plants, 
and a blacksmith. The children’s area was lively with historic games and 
cultural demonstrations.  Local historical societies and other groups took the 
opportunity to have booths and talk about their projects.

This event, which raised nearly $2,000 (thanks in large part to the fish-boil 
sponsorship by the CVB) to go toward the Baraga House restoration, was 
very successful. None of this would have been possible without the help of a 
dedicated planning committee and many volunteers.

We very much look forward to History Fest 2010, which is planned for July 
30 and 31, 2010.  Due to the work to be done on Water Street, the event will be 
held on the grounds of the old Federal Building/new City Hall. The committee 

thanks all the participants in this event and encourages comments and 
suggestions for future history fests.

Following is a list of participants, volunteers, businesses, organizations, and 
sponsors that made History Fest 2009 a reality.

Carol Andary
Susan & John Askwith
Otto Bacon

Karen Bartunek
Bay Mills-Brimley Historical Society
Bayliss Public Library
Rob Benjamin
Mike Bennett
Marvin & Dee Besteman
Phyllis Bigelow
Roger Blanchard
Frank Blissett
Dave Bryant
City of Sault Ste. Marie Parks and Recreation
City of Sault Ste. Marie’s Chase S. Osborn Trust Fund
Amber Clement
Leslie Cook
Fern & Jerry Coutant
Gil & Ginny Cymbalist
Katrina Cymbalist
Peter DeCourcy
Gary & Leanne Deuman
Jack DeWeese
Sharon Dorrity
Dennis Dougherty
Caroline Dukes

Norajean Wilcox
Pam Williamson
Dan Wyers
Mary, Brian, & Allison Youngs 

With sincere thanks to all these people/groups and apologies to anyone who 
might have been forgotten.

History Fest 2009 Committee Members:
Sharon MacLaren
Ginny Cymbalist
Susan Askwith
Karen Bartunek
Mike Bennett
Phyllis Bigelow

Open House for Peter Gianakura on December 6
Local author Peter Gianakura 
and his wife Georgia will 
be honored on Sunday, 
December 6, from 2 to 4 p.m., 
with a reception at CCHS 
in honor of the publication 
of Peter’s recent book, An 
American Café -- Reflections 
from the Grill. The book would 
make a great Christmas gift! 
There will be light refreshments 
and a chance to view the 
oak booth from the Sault’s 
American Café that was 
donated by the Gianakuras and 
has been restored and installed 
by Alan Suggitt, who kindly 
donated his time. There will be 
a display of historic café photos, 
and it will be a chance to also 
view the “Then and Now” 
display. Peter’s book is available for sale in CCHS’s Gift Shop for $15.00 plus 
tax. It may be mailed to you for an additional $4.00 shipping and handling. 

Gift Shop
We keep adding books and other items to the shop, including such hard-to-
find books as Life on a Lonely Shore: a History of the Vermilion Point Life-Saving 
Station by Edward J. Canfield (1991) and The John Johnston Family of Sault 
Ste. Marie by Elizabeth Hambleton (1992). (Thank you to the River of History 
Museum for these books.) Stop by to see what we have. Bernie Arbic and Dee 
Stevens’ new book Then and Now: The Changing Face of Sault Ste. Marie is 
available for $10.00 plus tax. It would make a good gift. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers who helped us this summer and fall: Bob Arfstrom, Mike Bennett, 
Sharyn Faunt, Stephanie Garn, Elizabeth Weir, Norajean Wilcox, Allison 
Youngs, Mary Youngs, as well as Board members Nancy Steinhaus, Mary 
M. June, and Bernie Arbic, on occasion. We were able to stay open late on 
Wednesdays and be open on occasional Saturdays during the Sault Farmers’ 
Market. We thank Jim Lucas from the MSU Extension Program and Ann 
Marie Smith from Bayliss Public Library for helping promote us. The shop was 
open most Tuesdays-Fridays, from 1-4 p.m. through October 15. We hope to 
have the gift shop open at least one day a week until Christmas; planning is in 
progress. The shop is also open by appointment and during office hours. Please 
do call ahead (635-7082), to see if we are open. The shop will be open during 
special events, including Sunday, October 25, 2-4 p.m. (see “Then and Now” 
Open House) and Sunday, December 6, 2-4 p.m. (see Open House for Peter 
Gianakura). It will also be open on November 28 and 29 duirng Downtown 
Shopping Days.
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Sharon Dorrity
Linda Hoath
George Snider
David Stanaway
Nancy Steinhaus


